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Haynes, PleUs Harped To 
AAA All State Toume^ieani 
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Larry HayiiM, 6'6" senior 
forward, and Earnest Fields, 
VZ" senior forward, were 
selected to the Class AAA 
All-State Tournament team 
by the Texas Sportswriters 
on Tuesday of this week. 

Haynes had 83 points and 
20 rebounds in the two games 
while Fields scored a, total of 
a? points and had eight 
rebounds. 

Hajnes also received word 
this week tftat h k ^ I h e e n 
selected as a menflilr'. of thei 
South all-star baskal|«tftteiU 
which wiU pUy a > ] a | the 
Texu Association M^asket-
ball Coaches annual coaching 
school which will be held in 
Waco next month. 

Raider coach Jack Gram­
mer, who will speak at that 
clinic, will accompany Haynes 
to Waco. 
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Honor Our Heroes 
Congratulations to the Rice 

Raider boys' basketball teams 
for the Qass AAA State 
Championship. Our commu­
nity should be very proiid of 
the effort put forth by the 
team throughout the season 
and playoffs. 

Seems as - though we 
almost expect the boys to be 
in Austin every year. They 
have been there three times 
in the school's 11-year 
history. Many schools have 
never come close to getting 
there in over 50 years. 

Let's not take the Raiders 
heroics for granted. Almost 
200 schools in Qass AAA 
alone had hopes of accom­
plishing what Rice did but did 
not make it. Most schools 
never will. 

So if you are interested in 
expressing your appreciation 
for the recognition our school 
and area hu received . . . get 
on the phone, send a letter or 
stop by and visit with any of 
the players or coaches. 
Winning the title is only half 
of the pleasure, the other half 
is hearing from you . . the 
Raiders fan . . a fan that can 
proudly say that jroor school 
is a State Champion. 

To ipoiior Raiders 

• Mrs. Ethel Konvicka will 
be honoring the Raiders with 
a barbecue dinner on Sunday, 
April 5th, at her lovely Circle 
K Ranch home south of Eagle 
Lake. And several other 
Raider fans have indicated 

plans to honor the team in 
someway also. 

•Seems the old ,Dhrase . 
"Thihl Time is a Charm" helT 
true for the Raiders arthey 
finally claimed the gktrified 
state title in t h ^ third trio 
to Austin. • • 

The Raiders'!had a few-
other "thirds" Working for 
them also. Onĉ  was Coach 
Jack Grammer who has been 
the coach all three times. The.^ 
others were D a ^ Grammer ' 
and Kenneth BItintson, both 
being the "third^ brother in 
their families totcompete in 
the State meet, i ' 

I don't think H'erryton is 
putting much ^ k in the 
phrase, however, since its 
appearance this /ear was also 
the third. 
*If you don't ihink Coach 

Grammer and asit, coach Gil 
Stalbaum are superstitious, 
just ask them why they wore 
the same clothes to each of 
the playoff gamei. 
• In a time of joy and 
celebration, we must stop to 
express sincere itympathy to 
Larry Haynes in the loss 
of his father M Saturday 
evening. Mr. Robert Lee 
Haynes, who had been in 
failing health for three yearsi 
died at his home in Garwood^ 
about nine hours after the 
Raiders won the State 
championship. Runeral ser­
vices for Mr. Hs^es wiU be 
held in Garwood this Sunday, 
March 29th, at l:(lpp.(n. 
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The Real Abe Lemons Meets:;:;;!:!::: 
The "Poor Man's Abe L8moniF!>'i::ii-

^y^^: 

Following the Rice Raider^ 
58-54 upset victory over 
Perrytoo in the state semi­
finals last Thursday, Raider 
coach Jack Grammer was 
sitting in the (kissing room 
with asst. Ga Stalbaum and a 
couple of reporters buking in 
the gfory of another berth in 
the state finals and contem­
plating another couple of 
sleepless nights anticipating 
the outcome. 

Suddenly, a familiar face to 
the "Super Drum" appeared 
in the door. Not concerned 
whether he was interrupting, 
he afong with a colleague, 
walked in. 

"We're just going to use 
the restroom," the guy 
muttered u be chewed on a 
bulky half-smoked dgar 
jammed in the comer of his 
mouth. "We'd have used 
Perryton's restroom, but 
those guys are throwing 
furniture and beatbg up on 
each other." 

We all knew who the guy 
w u the minute be walked in 
the door, it waa Abe Lanoas. 
the humorous Oniverrity of 
Texas baskotbaB eoadi. Bfll 
KiUingswortb the TCU bas­
ketball coaai. w u the othsr 
guy. 

i sare IBce t!b#-
way yoQ kept the game 

ooa, "it reeOy keeps the 
crowd interwted in the 
game." But Lsfliaas warned, 
"you really m s m d up, now 
you've got to play agaia." 

The UT eoach aiae added 
some tboufht u to why Rice 
w u suecMsAii aganut the 
favofed Perrytron teui. 

"I theoght PamrUm was a 
swim team er aonetoiBgi 
joked LsaoiM, peioliaf o«t 
that be hadn't asea muy 
teams that were aB wkJU. 
(The Raidare aiartad b v 
blacks and one wUts.) "That 

the diOmMo ta the 

:<•;> 
game," Abe said. tXhey wer^ 
only guarding fotâ  ̂  yeur 
players, they thought the 
white kid w u on weir team. , 

Killingsworth l i u jokingly 
introduced by Lenions u 
Eddie Sutton; a guy Abe 
likes leu than losing. The 
TCU coach said he heard how 
Rice got out of district and 
wanted that "tfiek play." 
(David Grammet's 40-foot 
jumper at the buizer againat 
Columbus.) He,.. Vfpy(*Kt 
already had an $iMfii^ 
trick play of his a jSjCml^ 
beat A&M to a d v « g m | t ^ 4 | 
the Conference t o i M v u i t . 

Looking ahead Tto Satur­
day's matchup with North 
Lamar, ^Killingsworth wsm-
ed, Îf' you win it aO 
Grammer, youll have t« 
speak at some dimes." 

It is customary for state 
champkm coaches to speak at 
the Texu Assodatbn <d 
BuketbaU Coecjies' annual 
diak whkh will he heM in 
Waco next month, 0raamer 
will be there a | d - : ^ be 
accompanied by ŝ pt̂ ^JijMfjf 
HayuM who 
play on the 
baakstball team. 

Beiort 
draariag room 

-wtio han't tpeirt 
hi Texas, asked 

OraauMf, whoLhu been 
labeled m the "Uor man's 
Abe LemoBS* baduae of his 
similarity in teliip|.humoroua 
stories and the (^kreoee of 
Us salary with Aha's. quickly 
add accurately dstafled the 
direetiooa. "Just |» straight 
uatfl you 8M a f i w , then 
takealefl." ' ^ 

* We're sorry btO-sonc of 
the pMares ol crowd reaction 
we piaaned to usafMl't gst 
devalopsd in Urns. Maybe 
weH iM 'on next week. 
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The Rfee 1 ^ gcheol'Raider beys^ue ^ "' • • • ^ * ^ ' *<k*ael Black, Vic Davis aiad •gr. ' Bhutson, Earnest Fields J a l l | ^ touna-

1981 ClaUAAAStateChamphHuI Members of Romsldo Gedtoo; standing, I. to r., mtr- ment), Robert Kletir. LaK; :a|iae8 [aH-etate 

the team include: knee l i i I> l t to fight, vgr- ****''^ Gartmami, asst. coach Gil Stalbaem, toumamintl, BiBy Townsend aad RMMM 

Danny-Mbrakiat, Ed Thomas, Jehe Ikwsoa, 

• Jeff Froka, 
• Sports 
• Editor 

Richard Gartaiaaa, asst. coach Gil Stalbaam, tounuun^nt), Bi 
held coech Jack Grammer, David Graauner, ^ DawsonP r'' 
RebeK Fraxier, R«b Johnson, Keaaetb 
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Fields Shoots Over Defender 
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STATE! 
FdviBe^f^rryton, North 
Lamar For AAA Cage Title 

Grammer Dunks 

In 1975 the Rice High 
School Boys' basketball team 
"knocked on the door" of a 
State championship but lost 
to South Grand Prairie in the 
semi-finals. In 1979 they 
"beat on that door" as they 
reached the finals where they 
then lost a heartbreaker to 
Semiilole. 

In 1981 the Rice Raiders, 
utUizing a well balanced 
fiv^man attack, "kicked in 
that door" as they captured 
|he Class AAA Championship 
of the Sixty-First Annual 
Boyt' Sute Basketball Tour­
nament held at the Erwin 
Center in Austin last week­
end. 

Raider starters Vic Davis, 
Earnest Fields, David Gram­
mer and Larry Haynes, all 
seniors, and Kenneth Blunt-
son, a junior, were each 
instrumental all season in 
guiding Rice to the ultimate 
goal. 

The Raiders, who were 
able to win the District 
22AAA championship thanks 
to a 40-foot desperation shot 
at the buzzer that sent the 
game into overthne, knocked 
o^top seeded Perryton in 
the semi-finals of the state 
tournament 58-54 and then 
edged Powderly North 
Lamar 56-52 in the finals to 
earn the bragging rights u 
the best Class AAA basket­
ball team in the state. 

Highlight Of Career 
The title, which is the first 

State Championship in Rice's 
11-year sports history, high­
lights a magnificent career by 
buketball coach Jack Sram-
mer u he completes his 10th 
year at the Raider helm with 
his 207th victory and 407th 
whi in 20 years of coaching. 

Though Grammer had 
trouble finding words to 
describe his feelings foUowing 
the presentatwn of the 
championship trophy, his 
thoughts were quite obvious 
u the misty-eyed coach 
stood smiling at center court 
with the cut-down buketball 
net draped around his neck. 
For Jack Granuner his dream 
had finally come true. 

"It w u a numb feelmg," 
said Granuner. "'You can't 
really describe in words how 
good it felt. It's just 
something you have to 
experience to know the 

•riders Start Out Shaky 
"" The Raiders, neliiig the" 

pressure of the State Toum-
Moent, committed eight 
costly turnovers in the the 
first period of play bet still 
managed to pull ahead U tft 
11 over Perryton. 

The Raiders started to 
inprove u the game pro­
gressed and lad l^ u many 
ito six several Umes in the 
aeeond qnarter. Perryton, 
however, narrowed that gap 
te2»-27athalfthne. 

Biuntsoo sparked the Rakl-
«r attack i i the sseood 

quarter with Grammer and 
Haynes each scoring six 
points in the third quarter to 
help lead Rice to a 47-40 lead 
going into the final period. 

Rice was able to thwart a 
couple of spurts by Perryton 
in the final period, cutting the 
Raider lead to three points, 
but, despite making only four! 
of eight free throws in the 
final two minutes, the Raid­
ers kept a four point lead 
through the remainder of the 
game. ' '"•• 

Haynes and Bluntson 
sparked the Raiders to the 

and at half by 29-20. 
They hit only 10 of 27 shots 

in the second half to give 
them a 37 percent shooting 
average for the gamis. The 
poor shooting started hurting 
Rice in the third quarter u 
the Panthers moved to within 
four at the end of the period 
35-32. They narrowed that 
gap to 48-47 with 2:25 left to 
play but the Raiders rallied 
for six unanswered points on 
a layup by Haynes and free 
throws by Field̂ s. ind Davis 
to pull ahead 54-47 with one 
minute left. Haynes added 
two more free throws with 30 
seconds left to assure Rice of 
the victory. 

*~ Raiders Received Awards 
Following the ehampion-

ship game the Raiders were 

Coach Grammer Talks Strategy 

"upset" win over Perryton on 
Thursday afternoon, combin­
ing for 26 points and 24 
rebounds. Fields and Gram­
mer each added 12 points in 
the win with Davis contribut­
ing four. J d u Dawson, who 
filled in for Davis in the 
second half because of foul 
trouble, rounded out the 
scoring with two points. 
Robert Fraxitr also saw 
actk>n in the game. 

B«it North Laatar 
In the finals it w u Haynes 

^>arking the attack again u 
he poured in 19 points, 13 in 
the first half, and pulled 
down 15"reboain!i to lead 
Rice to a 56-62 win over 
Pnwdwiji North Lamar-for 
the ClauAAA champkxiship. 

Fields added to the 
baUnced Raider attack with 
16 poinu with Davis adding 
11. Bluntson had seven points 
aad eight rebounds and 
Grammer added four points 
and nine rebounds. All five 
starters playad the (uB 82 
mkutes of the championship 
contest. 

The Raiders, despite hit 
ting a dismal 18 of 35 shots in 
the first half, managed to 
lead after one quarter 1110 

presented the Class AAA 
championship trophy for their 
achievement and each mem­
ber of the team received a 
medal. Members of the team 
besides the five starters were 
John Dawson, Robert Fra-
zier, Rob Minpon, Michael 
Black. Ronnie Fry, BiDy 
Townsend, Ed Thomu, Ro­
bert Klekar and Ronald 
Dawson. Managers of the 
team were Richard Gartman, 
Romaldo Godino and Danny 
Morales. 

Assistant coach for the 
Raiders is Ofl Stalbaum. 

Rice "Best Kept Secret" 
Tor Coach Grammer and 

his Raiders the thought of a 
State Champioeahip -yrier to 
starting the seasoe w u an 
obtamabte goal However, 
after the Raiders k>st eight of 
their first nine games, the 
thought vanished. And with 
Rice losing a total of 10 
games on the season, many 
people overk)okad them when 
ratiag teama. acroal the 
State. According to many 
sportwriters and eoaches laat 
'weekend. Rice 'wu the "best 
kept secret" in the State 
tournament. 

Perryton, o« the 

Mmd, was 28-1 on the season 
at one time this year before 
losing practice games prior to 
the playoff competition. They 
were ranked number one in 
the State all year long and 
entered the semi-finals with a 
31-4 mark. 

"I honestly thought we 
were contenders for the State 
title before the season 
started," remembered Gram­
mer. "But after losing our 
eighth game, a dbuble 
overtime loss to Sharpstown, 
I was having some second 
thoughts." 

Grammer pointed to Sev­
eral factors leading to the 
Raider problems in the early 
goings. As if the tough 
competition against Clus 4A 
and 5A schools w u not 
enough, he blamed a lack of 
overall consistency, "atro­
cious" free throw shooting, 
defense that Wu "sometimes 
good, sometimes less than 
good and sometimes really 
bad" and "poor practice 
habits." 

But following the bad start. 
Rice won 10 of its next 12 
games, the l u t during that 
span being the disappointing 
first round district loss to 
Columbtts. 

"We were still not playing 
real well during that stretch 
and then we lost to 
Columbus. The players got a 
let of negative feedback from 
that loss from me, their 
classmates and from their 
peers," explained the Raider 
coach. "I gueu it w u then 
they realized that winning is 
much more pleasant." 

The loss obviously did have 
its effect on the team u they 
concluded the championship 
season with 17 straight wins. 
And during that time the 
most obvwus improvement 
was fi'ee throw shooting 
which improved from about 
50 percent to 65 percent, a 
factor that helped Rice win 
many close games, according 
to Grammer. 

Besides improved shooting 
from the charity line the 
Rakiers began to show an 
improved team effort with 
each game. Rice upset by 
Seminole in the 19T9 title 
game, wu a winner this 
time, Grammer said, because 
of better overall scoring 
balance and "although we 
went with our five starters, 
we also had a better bench 
this year." Robert Frazier, 
Rob Johnson and John 
Dawson were the three 
reserves who ^ m e off the 
bench'this season to help-w» 
muy games, and though the 
ten-year 

evenly distributed attack w u 
an important factor in the 
stretch run, it wun't the key 
to the ultimate achievement. 

"Two things made us 
successful this season . . re­
bounding and defense. When 
wc did those, we were a 
championship team." he ex­
plained, adding that "our 
defense generated our of­
fense. When we forced bad 
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Bluntson Goes High For Two 

Davis Hits Quick Jumper 

8) Photos By Bert TIse 

t' ^ 

file:///MlM6

